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Habitat for Humanity Singapore’s vision is a world where everyone has a decent place to 
live. Anchored by the conviction that  safe and affordable housing provides a path out of 
poverty, Habitat for Humanity Singapore has been working alongside families and 
individuals with limited means to increase access to improved shelter since 2004. Its Global 
Village programme mobilises volunteers for house construction and disaster response 
projects in the Asia-Pacific region. In 2006, Project HomeWorks was started to improve the 
living conditions, safety and sanitation of a growing number of vulnerable elderly across the 
island. As an international nonprofit Christian housing organisation, Habitat for Humanity 
welcomes people of all races, religions and nationalities to partner in its mission. 

We have a certificate hanging at 
our office door commemorating 
the official opening of our office 
on March 11th, 2004 by our 
founders, the late Millard Fuller 
and his wife Linda. We consider 
that date to be the official 
birthday of Habitat for Humanity 
Singapore. The fact however, is 
t h a t t h e r e w e r e m a n y 
Singaporean volunteers who 
already participated in Habitat 
activities before the official 
opening of our office. Teams of 
students went to Thailand to do 
house builds, and a team of adult 
volunteers participated in the 
Jimmy Carter work project in 

Korea in 2001. So it would be 
difficult to pinpoint a particular 
date for the start of Habitat's 
work in Singapore. 

We remember anniversaries, 
birthdays and the like because 
they mark significant moments 
in our life. We pause and 
celebrate, and reflect in 
thanksgiving.  

In Habitat Singapore however, 
there are so many significant 
moments that we typically 
don’t quite remember our own 
anniversaries. 
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Almost every day, we celebrate and rejoice with our house-partners when we complete a much-needed 
house; we get a sense of comfort and satisfaction when we know that the elderly we have just helped 
will have a decent night without bed bugs; we tear up when we hear troubled teens relate their 
experiences when they are challenged to make their own lives better via participating in our 
StarBuilders - house build programmes... the list goes on and on. I always tell my staff that in the work 
we do at Habitat, everything is good in the end because everything we do should contribute to the well-
being of the disadvantaged we serve. 

But we share these uplifting moments with our many volunteers and supporters, without whom our work 
would not continue. Habitat for Humanity started out many years ago as a movement, and while we are 
now a structured international organisation, we remain a movement at heart. Our aim is to mobilise all 
peoples and resources around the world to fight poverty by eliminating poverty-housing. It is not even 
important that the work is done under the Habitat banner, which is why we do not feel a need to make a 
big deal out of an anniversary.  

So the work carries on, anniversary or not. May we, staff and volunteers alike, work ourselves out of a 
job because we have eliminated poverty-housing. May we not need to remember any more 
anniversaries. 

For more information, visit habitat.org.sg HabitatSG hfhsg hfhsg

https://www.youtube.com/user/hfhsg
https://www.facebook.com/HabitatSG
https://www.instagram.com/hfhsg/
https://www.facebook.com/HabitatSG
http://Habitat.org.sg
http://Habitat.org.sg
https://www.instagram.com/hfhsg/
https://www.youtube.com/user/hfhsg




BATAM BUILD 
The Batam Build programme comprises 
shor t-term build tr ips designed to 
provide opportunities for participants who 
are keen to volunteer but are unable to 
take a long leave of absence. Builds can 
be as short as 1 to 2 days.  

GLOBAL VILLAGE 
The Global Village programme gives 
volunteers a chance to contribute to 
eliminating poverty housing on an 
international scale, as well as giving them 
various cultural experiences. Global 
Vi l lage volunteers typical ly bui ld 
anywhere between 3 - 7 days, so that the 
work will have a more significant impact.  

For more information click here. 

"I can’t thank everyone enough 
for this new home.  This new 
home helps me a lot in making 
sure that my children are all 
safe.” 

  — Aminah, 
       Habitat Home Partner

Upcoming Builds 
Ayutthaya, Thailand 
May 9 - 13, 2018
Sign Up Here

Vietnam Big Build
Dong Thap, Vietnam
Nov 3-10, 2018
Sign Up Here

Come build with us!

http://www.habitat.org.sg/open-teams
http://www.habitat.org.sg/vbb-2018
http://www.habitat.org.sg/batam
http://www.habitat.org.sg/gv
http://www.habitat.org.sg/overseas-programmes
http://www.habitat.org.sg/batam
http://www.habitat.org.sg/gv
http://www.habitat.org.sg/overseas-programmes
http://www.habitat.org.sg/open-teams
http://www.habitat.org.sg/vbb-2018




Volunteering: It's not about you - By Bridgette Gopal 

“Why do you volunteer?  What do you get out of it?” These are questions I am 
often asked, especially when people hear about what I do with Project 
HomeWorks. I actually find it quite hard to answer this question. 

Do I love cleaning?  No, especially not bathrooms and toilets! 
Do I enjoy painting?  Definitely not! My shoulder aches just thinking about it. 

What about cockroaches and bedbugs?   Nope, they give me the creeps, and I 
loathe the flying ones!  So what do I get out of volunteering? 

Well, for starters, it’s not about what I get out of it that makes me do it.  It turns 
out that I’m quite good at some of the things I don’t enjoy doing - no not 
dealing with bugs (I still scream) - but cleaning and painting, so why not put my 
skill set to good use.  When I first started volunteering with Habitat, I had a lot 

of spare time that I needed to fill.  Some of you may be thinking that I could have gone out for lunch or 
coffee instead.  This is true, but generally, that gets boring after a while. I play Mahjong on Fridays with 
my friends, and it is definitely not boring, but I do believe in a balanced life. 

So let’s get down to the “it’s not about you” nitty gritty: 

	 1.	 Turn up.  If you commit, be there, even if you get a better offer or you had a late night.  You are 
letting someone down if you don’t and they need you. 

	 2.	 Be on time.  It’s disrespectful to the homeowner and the other volunteers to keep them waiting.  
Often the homeowner has had to get up and be organised a lot earlier than usual to let you in;  
this can be quite taxing for an elderly or infirm person.  If they can make the effort, then so 
should you. 

	 3.	 Stay until the end of the session or advise the person in charge at the beginning that you have to 
leave by a certain time.  The champion in charge will be calculating the work on the manpower 
they have,  if someone leaves early, then that means the session will be extended for the others 
to cover the work that was expected to be done by them.  In a recent session four volunteers left 
an hour earlier than expected which meant the session was extended substantially for those left 
behind.  

	 4.	 Work hard and do the best job possible. If you don’t know how to do something, ask for help.  
Try not to refuse to do a particular job,  it’s understandable that some of them are just too far 
outside your comfort zone but attempt whatever you are asked to do if it's not. 

So what do I get out of volunteering, apart from hard work, dirt, sweat, aches and pains and lots of 
bugs?   Nothing…apart from meeting and working with awesome people who care about making the 
lives of those who have it tougher than them a little easier, lots of laughs and payment in smiles.  

Well, worth it I’d say.  Have a great 2018 and hope to see many of you on the upcoming HomeWorks 
sessions!

In my time of volunteering, I’ve seen the difference a few hours of my time and effort 
can make in someone else’s life.  I’ve encountered elderly who feel useless and 
invisible, families who have ended up in unplanned situations through illness or loss 
of work and just given up.  To watch their attitude and demeanour change during a 
session because some complete strangers care enough to give up their spare time 
and put in the effort to make their lives a little more comfortable is a gift in itself. The 
smiles are so worth the hard work and sweat.



Thank you! 
Bloomberg 
Transforming Lives  

Locally & Beyond with 
over 100 staff volunteers 

2017 Impact

Helped to build 8 new Habitat houses for 
homeowners in Batam

Cleaned & rehabilitated home for 8 vulnerable 
elderly living in rental flats in Singapore

Picked up over 38kg of litter in 
one neighbourhood

Sometimes, it's 
just about having 
that personal 
connection. "Not 
only do we 
appreciate the 
interaction, it’s 
about her 
(meeting) people 
that she has no 
idea cares about 
her,” says Mark.



makes an impact

habitat.org.sg

every
hand
makes an impact

UnLitter Red Dot 
Singapore is ranked as one of the 
cleanest cities in the world.  Our latest 
initiative, UnLitter Red Dot, aims to help 
make the shift from being a cleaned 
city, which relies on its 70,000 cleaners 
to serve Singapore’s five million 
population, to a truly clean city 
belonging to a civic-minded society. 

The UnLitter Red Dot programme can 
host  anywhere between 30 to 80 
volunteers in a 2-hour session where 
volunteers are tasked with removing 
litter and more importantly, to reflect 
and start new conversations about 
what it means to care for one’s living 
space beyond the four corners of our 
homes. 

Click here for more information. 

REGISTER HERE!

GV Connect 
March 23, 2018  | Friday | 7.30pm
Habitat for Humanity Singapore office

http://www.habitat.org.sg/gv
http://www.habitat.org.sg/unlitter
http://habitat.org.sg/unlitter
http://www.habitat.org.sg/gv
http://www.habitat.org.sg/unlitter
http://habitat.org.sg/unlitter


I have been to a couple of one-room rented flats in Singapore, yet 
I was startled when I first saw Uncle’s unit. The home was not 
filthy and unpleasant, but it was filled with books at every corner. 
In fact, the books are all nicely stacked and placed right next to 
one another, with each pile being as high as a metre. Books were 
set and stored in every possible corner, even the kitchen cabinet 
and his bed. Uncle had a diverse book collection, ranging from 
comics to novels, fiction to non-fiction, and children’s picture books 
to encyclopaedias. 

However, the flat has become too packed and unsafe for living 
due to his overwhelming book collection. Thus, our given task was 
to help him with sorting out his books. Many volunteers have been 
engaged in multiple sessions to work on this flat. As a volunteer, 
my given task was to carry stacks of books to the homeowner and 
wait while he looks through every book and to decide if he should 
keep it or donate it away. We then packed those books into two 
different boxes, one to “keep” and another to “donate”. As we 
were sorting out the books, we could often find books that were 
rather interesting such as books about art pieces, animals, and 
places. The homeowner even encouraged us to take any of the 
books that we are interested in reading. As most of the books 
were still in good condition, Uncle decided to donate those books 
that he would no longer read so that they could benefit more 
people. 

I have been to Uncle’s house twice, and each time I would see him going through each of his books 
one by one. It made me realise how precious all these books were to him. Uncle is clearly a 
knowledgeable man who believes in life-long learning through reading widely. In the modern world 
where mobile phones and Internet are slowly replacing the importance of books in our lives, these two 
HomeWorks sessions had prompted me to rethink about the life I’m leading and my perspective on 
physical books in the modern context. Uncle and his house will definitely be one of the most memorable 
volunteering experiences for me. 

Diary of an Intern: My Habitat Experience by Katricia Peh

PROJECT HOMEWORKS 
Many elderly and people with disabilities live 
alone in houses that are cluttered and sometimes 
unhygienic. Project HomeWorks engages 
volunteers to clean, clear clutter, remove pests, and 
replace broken down furniture and bedding to 
improve the safety and sanitation of the homes of 
vulnerable elderly and people with disabilities on a 
weekly basis. 

To date, Project HomeWorks has benefitted 2,385  
households with the help of 12,758 volunteers. 
Youth@HomeWorks was also initiated to engage 
and mentor more youth in helping the elderly.  

For more information, email project@habitat.org.sg 

every one  
deserves a decent 
place to live

http://www.habitat.org.sg/project-homeworks
mailto:project@habitat.org.sg
http://www.habitat.org.sg/project-homeworks
mailto:project@habitat.org.sg


Over the last 14 years, we’ve constantly pushed the envelope, expanding and adapting to 
meet the pressing needs of or community.  We do this to build strength, stability and self-
reliance through shelter and realise our vision for a world where everyone has a decent 
place to live. 

If you’re interested to join us and be part of our exciting and meaningful ministry, please 
visit our Careers page.

Join us on 

Saturday, 14th July, 2018!

http://www.habitat.org.sg/careers
http://www.habitat.org.sg/careers


Become a HopeBuilder
Your contributions mean that our work 
continues, and more households can attain a 
safe, affordable place to call home. 

As a HopeBuilder, you will enjoy: 
• Hassle-free, automatic donation payment from your 

bank account 
• The knowledge that your donation is put to work 

immediately 
• The ability to change or suspend your donation at 

any time 

Start giving today!

Thank you to the following organisations for supporting Habitat for 
Humanity Singapore programmes in the fourth quarter of  2017.  

Thank you also to the countless number of  individual volunteers who regularly support our  
programmes. Your kindness and generosity help us achieve our vision of  “a world where 
everyone has a decent place to live”.   

• Australian International School Parents’ 
Association - AISPA 

• Bank of  America Merrill Lynch 

• Bloomberg L.P. (Singapore) 
• Boeing Company 

• Bose Singapore Pte Ltd 
• CHIJ Secondary School 
• Courts Singapore 

• Dunman High School - Campus Chapter 
• Faithful & Gould Pte Ltd 

• Far East Organization 
• Geylang Methodist Secondary School 
• Hewlett Packard Entreprise Singapore 

Pte Ltd 
• Hwa Chong Institution - Campus Chapter 

• Insworld Institute 
• Levis Strauss Asia Pacific Division Pte 

Ltd 

• QBE Insurance (Singapore) Pte Ltd 

• Raffles Institute 
• Raffles Institution - Campus Chapter 
• Raffles Institution Junior College - 

Interact Club 
• Riverbed Technology Pte Ltd 

• SAP 
• Schneider Electric Singapore Pte Ltd 
• Singapore American International School 

- Campus Chapter 
• SIM Sociology Club 

• Singapore Management University - 
Campus Chapter 

• Singapore Polytechnic 

• South 32 Marketing Pte Ltd 
• Temasek Junior College 

• Verisk Analytics 
• Yale-NUS - Campus Chapter 
• Young Women’s Christian Association 

(YWCA) 

To become a HopeBuilder today, complete the form on page 17, scan and email the 

completed form to info@habitat.org.sg

mailto:info@habitat.org.sg
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/1d8e56_f5c4cf8c5cb04421aec5daa8c90ecf8b.pdf
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/1d8e56_f5c4cf8c5cb04421aec5daa8c90ecf8b.pdf
mailto:info@habitat.org.sg
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/1d8e56_f5c4cf8c5cb04421aec5daa8c90ecf8b.pdf
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/1d8e56_f5c4cf8c5cb04421aec5daa8c90ecf8b.pdf
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/1d8e56_f5c4cf8c5cb04421aec5daa8c90ecf8b.pdf
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/1d8e56_f5c4cf8c5cb04421aec5daa8c90ecf8b.pdf


k <Thank you all for your support and contributions! 
To learn more about how you can help, contact us at info@habitat.com.sg

Special thanks to the supporters who 
helped us to raise awareness and 
funds over Christmas! The funds will 
go a long way in ensuring more people 
have a decent place to call home.

We are grateful to Daiohs for selling 
reversible umbrellas to raise funds for 
Habitat Singapore!   

Thank you for your partnership!

mailto:info@habitat.com.sg
mailto:info@habitat.com.sg


Did you know that every time 
you complete a micro-survey 
on Happi, a donation is made 
to Habitat Singapore? 

Simply download Happi 
version 2.0 and select Habitat 
Singapore from the partners 
list. Smile at products you 
wish to win and take the 
micro-surveys to increase 
your chances of winning. 

For a limited time only, 
Habitat Singapore supporters 
can go to the events section 
of the app to win a Kindle 
Paperwhite or $50 Starbucks 
reserved exclusively for you!

Cycle Out Poverty 
13 to 15 April 2018 

Venue:  Batam Indonesia 
Register Here

Home Sweep Home 
14 July 2018 

Venue: Various Locations,  
Throughout Singapore

GV Connect 
23 March 2018 

Venue:  Habitat for Humanity Singapore 
Office, 7:30 pm

Register Here

http://habitat.org.sg/gv
https://habitatsg.wixsite.com/cycleoutpoverty
https://habitatsg.wixsite.com/cycleoutpoverty
http://habitat.org.sg/gv


DONATIONS 

Habitat for Humanity Singapore is a non-profit organisation and relies entirely on donations and support from 
corporations and individuals for her operation. Habitat for Humanity Singapore is an Institute of Public Character (IPC) 
and issues tax-exempt receipts for donations that benefit Singaporeans. 

To make a donation, write a cheque made payable to “Habitat for Humanity Singapore”. Include your name, contact 
number, address and “donation” on the back of the cheque. 

You can also make a credit card donation at http://www.habitat.org.sg/donate.html. 

NEW! Create a donation page at www.give2habitat.org. 

DONATIONS 

Habitat for Humanity Singapore is a non-profit organisation and relies entirely on donations and 
support from corporations and individuals to sustain our programmes. Habitat for Humanity 
Singapore is an Institute of Public Character (IPC) and issues tax-exempt receipts for donations that 
benefit Singaporeans. 

To make a donation, write a cheque made payable to “Habitat for Humanity Singapore”. Include 
your name, contact number, address and “donation” on the back of the cheque. Cheques can be 
mailed to the Habitat for Humanity Singapore Office listed below. 

You can also make a credit card donation at giving.sg. 
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Habitat for Humanity Singapore 
56 Lorong 23 Geylang

#05-00 Century Technology Building

Singapore 388381


T   6744 7326 

E   info@habitat.org.sg 
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facebook.com/HabitatSG 

instagram.com/hfhsg  

linkedin.com/company/habitat-for-
humanity-singapore 

Stay connected with us:

Got a story, photo or quote about your volunteering 
experience with us? Tell us and we could publish it in 
our next newsletter!


Please send your submissions to Saira at 
saira@habitat.org.sg


‘Like’ our Facebook and Instagram pages and tag us 
in your build or Project HomeWorks photos!  This will 
help more people learn about our work and expand 
our radius of impact.


mailto:info@habitat.org.sg
https://www.facebook.com/HabitatSG
https://www.instagram.com/hfhsg/
mailto:saira@habitat.org.sg
mailto:info@habitat.org.sg
https://www.facebook.com/HabitatSG
https://www.instagram.com/hfhsg/
http://www.habitat.org.sg/donate.html
http://www.give2habitat.org
http://www.habitat.org.sg/donate.html
http://www.give2habitat.org
mailto:saira@habitat.org.sg
https://www.facebook.com/HabitatSG
https://www.instagram.com/hfhsg/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/habitat-for-humanity-singapore
https://www.linkedin.com/company/habitat-for-humanity-singapore
http://giving.sg/habitat-for-humanity-singapore-ltd
https://www.facebook.com/HabitatSG
https://www.instagram.com/hfhsg/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/habitat-for-humanity-singapore
https://www.linkedin.com/company/habitat-for-humanity-singapore
http://giving.sg/habitat-for-humanity-singapore-ltd


BUILDER

Application Form for InterBank GIRO 自动转账申请表格

Donor’s information  捐款者资料
Date:     Beneficiary:      Habitat for Humanity Singapore
日期：    受惠机构：   新加坡仁人家园

To: (Name of Bank)   Donor’s Name:
银行:    捐款者：

Branch:    Donor’s NRIC/FIN:
分行：    捐款者身份证号码：

a. I/We hereby instruct you to process Habitat for Humanity Singapore’s instructions to debit my/our account.
b. You are entitled to reject Habitat for Humanity Singapore’s debit instruction if my/our account does not have sufficient funds and charge me/us a     
    fee for this. You may also at your discretion allow the debit even if this results in an overdraft on the account and impose charges accordingly.
c. This authorisation will remain in force until terminated by your written notice sent to my/our address last known to you or upon receipt of 
    my/our written revocation through Habitat for Humanity Singapore
d. It is Habitat for Humanity Singapore’s responsibility to inform banks upon the expiry of this authorisation and to ensure no deductions are made
    thereafter.
e. The GIRO deduction will be made on the 15th of every month, or the following business day if 15th is a Sunday or public holiday.

My/Our Name(s) (Account holder’s name):  My/Our thumbprint(s)/Signature(s)**:
姓名(银行纪录为准):    指纹/签名:

My/Our Bank Account Number 银行户口号码：

 

Address 地址：  

Monthly Credit Card:                每月信用卡：
I am willing to donate the following　　         我愿意做以下的捐助

Make a financial donation by credit card 以信用卡做捐献: Credit card type  信用卡:  [    ] VISA    [    ] Mastercard

[    ] Monthly contribution of 每月捐献: [    ] S$10      [    ] S$25     [    ] S$50    [    ] S$100    [    ]  Other amount 其他: ________________  

[    ] One-time credit card contribution of  一次信用卡捐献款额 S$ _________________ *

____________________________________________ _________________________ ________________________________
Card number 信用卡号码     Expiry date 截止日期          Cardholder’s signature 信用卡上签名 

________________________________________________  ____________________  _________________________________________
 Name on card 信用卡上姓名                   Phone 电话               NRIC (for auto tax exemption) 身份证号码（自动免税申请）

Address 地址 : ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
Postal district 邮区:_____________________________Country 国家:_____________________________ Email 电邮:______________________________________

OTHERS/其他      [    ] One-time contribution of cash/cheque 一次现金/支票捐献款额 S$ ______________________ *
(Please fill in your particulars above; 请在上面填写个人资料)

Bank 银行:___________________Cheque # 支票号码：__________________ (Please make cheque payable to 支票请注明: “Habitat for Humanity Singapore”)
*We appreciate your 1-time gift；do note that 1-time givers are not considered as HopeBuilders.  *感谢您的一次捐款。一次捐款者不在[希望工程师]行列中。

 Monthly deduction amount (S$):  每月扣除额:  
[    ] S$10    [    ] S$25   [    ] S$50    [    ] S$100     

Other amount 其他数额: ___________________  

** For thumbprints, please go to the branch with your identification　
   若是用指纹，请携带身份证到银行分行澄清．

Contact Number 联络号码：_______________________________________ Email 电邮：_____________________________________________

Send this form back to:  Habitat for Humanity Singapore, 56 Lorong 23 Geylang, #05-00, Singapore 388381 or fax to: (+65) 6844 5383 (only for credit card; GIRO original needed)

For Habitat for Humanity Singapore
仁人家园填写部分

Bank                 Branch          Habitat Account Number
银行         分行       仁人家园户口号码   

Bank                 Branch          Account No. to be debited
银行         分行       扣除户口号码   

Donor’s ref number:

Remarks:

For the Financial Institution 　　　　　 财务公司填写部分

To: Habitat for Humanity Singapore   
This application is hereby rejected for the following reason(s):  
[   ] Signature/thumbprint differs from our records  [   ] Signature/thumbprint incomplete/unclear  
[   ] Account operated by signature/thumbprint     [   ] Wrong account number        [   ] Amendments not countersigned by donor 
 
[   ] Others : ____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________  ________________________________ _________________________
Name of approving officer    Authorised signature     Date  


